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Class teaches dogs techniques to help find missing people

By KAYLA BUMGE [ Contact 1 Tuesday, June 29, 2010 EMAIL Z=HARE PRIMT
WHITEVWATER — Rock sniffed the ratty, knotted-up, orange handkerchief. NEWS CALENDAR
V‘d 4t
o The 3-year-old Belgian Tervuren, an agile herding dog with a long, pointed nose g July 2010 13
Camp Pawmark and fluffy mahogany and hlack coat, took off through the grass, in between two Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa
- =4 large satellite dishes and onto the concrete sidewalk, T

|
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Rockwas searching for an elderly man who had wandered awsy fram a nursing
1112 1314 15 16 17

home as part of a simulation Monday morning at Camp Pawmark on the

UW-wyhitewater campus, 18 18 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 3

Ed Presnall of Walworth, a longtime dog trainer, this week is teaching eight dogs
and their handlers how to find elderly people, autistic children and others who

' might wander away fram home. Your News Today
Diagg training st Lvi-whitesester & zee ALL today's news

Fresnall is an expert on a technigue called variable surface tracking in which

. ADVERTISEMENT
dogs follow a scent through an urban environment . :

He teaches dogs to navigate over dirt, through grass and across pavement and your THOUGHTS
to overcome distractions.

MOST EMAILED
"The dogs have to work through contamination, not chemical contamination, :
1. 180039 traffic backed up to

people contamination—their footprints, their scent, whatever they might leave Bielnit
behind," he said.

2. Democrats splt over how to
) ) ) defest Ryan
He also teaches handlers to guide their dogs and to respond to their dogs 3. Rock County forms family

natural instincts. caregiver coalition

" ; : . ) 4. Edgerton sels K-9 dog
They hawve to know their dog. They have to encourage their dog,” he said. 5. National Night Out is chance for

"They hawve towatch for cars and people and other things because the dog is police, community to fight crime
too focused on tracking to watch out for its safety.” together

. . ) » More most emailed stories
Camp Pawmark instructors laid several courses late Sunday night and early

Wonday morning to simulate the movemnent of a lost person. They wandered

through grassy spaces, climbed up stairs and turned around buildings. They FIRELIEARIASE DRI

also dropped items made of cloth, plastic and metal. I Janesvile man arrested on
Eclwiin W, Preznall burglary charges
Fresnall tries to make camp exercises as much like real-lifte search-and-rescue 2. Democrats splt over how to
defeat Ryan

situations as possible.
3. Enforcement st heart of Ariz.
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"The dogs have to walk through grassy areas, along buildings, through parking
lats—arywhere a [ost persan might wander,” he said. " They have to get used to i (et omesin ORI Teejest

. ) : h on Edgetton poal safety
bieing interrupted and getting back to work, _
5. sSunday farmers market begins

Wary of the dog owners at the camp are experienced trainers, and mary of the » More popular discussions
dogs hawve earned their tracking dog (TDY and tracking dog excellent (TO<)
tittes. Several dogs are warking toward a variable surface tracking (VST

title—the hardest of the tracking tities to obtain, AEVERTISEMERT

. The American Kennel Club has offered a variable surface tracking test since view FRONT PAGE
. 1995, More than 7,000 dogs have attempted it, but fewer than 250 have passed SR
L o= Gazette ==

[Report: Two rinks too much © ..~

Presnall over the last 18 years has led five of his dogs to the title. He now takes

pride in sharing his skills to find rissing people and his knowledge to help = ™ 4!

aspiring handlers and their dogs reach their goals,

Fresnall, who also runs an onling pet-supply business, hosts about 10 camps a
year all over the country. The camps are popular because no one offers such
intense training for such an elite tracking title.

» Start a subscription to the

"|ots of people want it," he said. "l don't think these dogs care one bit abaut Gazette

getting that title, though. | think they're having too much fun tracking to know a
title is on the line " » Wiew the E-Edition

w Subscriber Services

Phiota by Bill Clmsted

- Rock, atracking dog, leads hiz ovwner . ! ’ ; ; ;
| Maureen Foley of Ann Arbor. Michigan 1o hlaureen Foley of Ann Arbor, Mich., a retired tracking judge, is not pushing Eock

a purpossly left behind obiect during an 10 DECOME @ champion tracker anytime soon. She just loves the sport and the

excercize on the LW cam pus tirme spent with her dog.
0E-28-10. Faoley and her dog were taking

Bkl I iy § Sty o EROlel s "We don't have a lot of miles together yet," she said. "WWe're here for the week to
training program for search dogs.

| learn hiow to be a better team.

"Mohody here hopes you fail. Everyone here is cheering for you because it's
DOGS IN ACTION tough "

Camp Pawimark iz holding & variakle
surface tracking test Sunday on the
nnvhiteweater campus. The public iz
invited to watch the dogs follow & scent
along & course over & number of
zsurfaces and attermpt to earn their
variable surface tracker (VST e from
the American Kennel Club.

Testing starts about 5 am. and ends
akaut 1 pom. Courses are laid all over
CAMPUS.
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